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Just Ask Algorithm  
Discussing Advance Care Planning With Patients 

ADVANCE CARE PLANNING 

Ask your patient:  Do you have a Health Care Directive, have you appointed a Proxy or 
have you had a conversation about Advance Care Planning before? 

Yes 
Patient has a Health Care Directive 

and/or Proxy in place. 

No 
Patient does not have a Health Care 

Directive and/or Proxy in place.  

Review patient’s health care directive 
and/or proxy forms.  Confirm the 

information is correct with patient/
substitute decision maker (SDM).  

Ensure patient understands current 
medical status.  Inform Most 

Responsible Practitioner (MRP) if the 
Saskatchewan Medical Order for 
Scope of Treatment (SMOST) is 

needed for this patient.  

Patient is not interested 
in having an Advance 

Care Planning 
discussion.  

Advance care planning 
is voluntary.  Explain 
that patient can let 

staff know if they want 
to discuss in the 

future.  Inform the 
team and document. 

Explain further 
discussions may be 
needed if patient’s 

health status changes 
or urgent decisions 
need to be made.  

Discuss importance of 
appointing of a proxy.  Document all advance care planning 

conversations with patient including all 
pertinent information on the Advance 
Care Planning Documentation Record, 

inform the team, and place information 
in the green sleeve on the chart. 

Patient is interested in more 
information about Advance 

Care Planning.  

Provide patient with more ACP 
information  

(e.g. patient guide workbooks 
or online resources).  

Provide opportunity for 
discussions related to proxy 

appointment, health care 
directives, and SMOST. 

Provide opportunity for 
completion of Health Care   

Directive, Proxy appointment 
as requested. 

Make this question a part of your routine! Just ASK the Routine Question 
Can be used in conjunction with the ACPP Patient Face Sheet 


